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TO  THB 

fioole  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  public  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  district 
for  the  year  1905. 

BIRTHS. 

204  births  have  been  registered,  the  birth-rate  being  25'8 
per  thousand.  This  is  the  lowest  for  the  last  ten  years  and  is 
3 per  thousand  below  the  average.  The  birth-rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  27’2,  and  for  the  Rural  Districts  26-3. 

DEATHS. 

115  deaths  have  been  recorded  in  the  district,  and  10 
persons  belonging  to  the  district  have  died  elsewhere.  This 
gives  a death-rate  of  15’8.  It  will  be  seen  from  Table  I,  that 
this  is  well  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years  although 
it  is  higher  than  that  of  rural  districts  generally.  The  death 
rate  for  the  rural  portions  of  England  and  Wales  in  1905 
was  14‘9. 

36  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  1 year  of  age,  giving 
the  very  high  infantile  mortality  (rate  per  thousand  births 
registered)  of  176.  In  the  large  towns  it  was  only  140  and  in 
the  rural  districts  113. 

Table  V (which  is  introduced  for  the  first  time)  gives  the 
cause  of  infantile  deaths,  and  it  is  seen  that  diarrhceal  diseases, 
pneumonia,  and  convulsions  are  responsible  for  more  than  half 
of  the  total  number. 

The  causation  of  high  infantile  mortality  in  this  district  is, 
I believe,  largely  due  to  the  poverty  of  the  working  classes,  and 
the  general  employment  of  women  on  the  land.  This  leads  to 
neglect,  improper  feeding  and  exposure  of  the  children. 

From  the  seven  chief  epidemic  diseases  15  deaths  occurred, 
viz ; 3 from  measles,  7 whooping  cough,  1 diphtheria,  and  5 
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from  diarrhoea.  The  death  rate  from  these  causes  is  thus  1-9 
per  thousand. 


Whole  District 

Birth  Kate. 

25-8 

Death  Rate. 

15-8 

Infantile  Mortality 

...  176 

Snaith  sub-district 

28 

14-7 

146 

Swinefleet  ,, 

26 

19-5 

206 

Goole  Rural  ,, 

18-6 

134 

240 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

With  the  exception  of  epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping 
cough,  the  district  continues  singularly  free  from  infectious 
diseases.  During  the  last  four  years  no  outbreak  of  any 
notifiable  disease  has  occurred.  Twenty  cases  have  been 
reported  during  the  year.  Three  were  scarlet  fever  (one  of 
which  was  imported  from  Selby),  the  other  two  were  isolated 
cases  at  Snaith  and  Cowick  which  were  removed  to  hospital. 
Nine  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  notified,  one  having  con- 
tracted the  disease  at  Whitley  Bridge.  Three  were  in  one 
house  at  Haldenby ; and  two  more  in  a house  in  Hook  parish. 
In  both  houses  serious  sanitary  defects  were  found.  Three  of 
these  cases  were  treated  in  hospital,  one  proving  fatal. 

Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  at  Pollington  early  in 
the  year.  The  source  of  infection  in  the  first  could  not  be 
traced,  nor  did  there  seem  to  be  any  connection  between  the 
two.  Indeed  it  was  probable  that  one  patient  contracted  the 
complaint  outside  the  district. 


MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 


An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  at  Swinefleet  in  December, 
1904,  necessitating  school  closure  until  January  9th,  1905.  As 
the  epidemic  still  continued  I recommended  closure  of  the 
school  for  another  fortnight. 


At  Eeedness  there  wras  an  epidemic  in  September.  I 
recommended  closure  of  the  school  for  3 weeks.  At  the  end 
of  this  period  when  the  school  re-opened  it  was  found  that 
many  children  were  absent  owing  to  complications  left  by  the 
complaint,  and  the  school  was  closed  for  another  fortnight 


In  November  the  school  at  Adling 
wTeeks  on  account  of  an  epidemic. 

The  cases  generally  were  of  a mild 


fleet  wTas  closed  for  four 
type,  three  only  proving 


A number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  occurred  at  Raw- 
cliffe  and  Rawcliffe  Bridge  in  July.  The  school  managers 


decided  to  commence  holidays  earlier  than  usual  on  this  accoun  . 
The  type  of  disease  appears  to  have  been  severe  as  six  deaths 
were  recorded  from  the  complaint  within  a month. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Last  year  I reported  upon  the  scarcity  o!  water  in  Polling- 
ton.  Standpipes  have  now  been  connected  to  the  main  which 
had  previously  been  laid  from  the  Goole  Waterworks,  and  the 
village  has  now  a plentiful  supply  oi  wholesome  v atei. 

In  Snaith  nothing  has  yet  been  done,  although  many  of 
the  inhabitants  complain  that  the  water  from  their  pumps  is 
unfit  to  drink.  Section  3 of  the  Public  Health  Water  Act,  says. 

“ It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  rural  sanitary  authority  to  see 
“ that  every  occupied  dwelling  house  within  their  distiict  has 
“within  a reasonable  distance  an  available  supply  oi  whole- 
“ some  water.” 

The  only  method  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  in  Snaith  is  by  providing  a public  supply  which  could 
readily  he  obtained  from  the  Goole  water  main  as  it  passes 
through  the  village. 

Hook  is  in  much  the  same  position  as  Snaith,  and  ought 
to  obtain  a supply  from  Goole. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SCAVENGING. 

A flushing  wagon  holding  two  tons  of  water  has  recently 
been  purchased  and  used  for  flushing  sewers  in  various  parts 
of  the  district.  Owing  to  the  slight  gradient  of  many  of  the 
sewers  it  should  prove  beneficial  in  preventing  the  accumula- 
tion of  solid  matter. 

At  Rawcliffe  complaints  have  been  made  of  offensive 
emanations  from  the  Dobella  drain,  which  at  present  is  only 
an  open  ditch.  It  will  probably  be  necessary  to  lay  a new 
sewer. 

The  scavenging  at  Swmefleet  is  done  by  a contractor  lor 
the  Council.  Many  of  the  houses  in  this  village  are  provided 
with  pail  closets  which  require  to  be  emptied  weekly. 

At  Snaith  the  work  was  also  done  by  contract,  until  this 
year,  when  it  was  decided  to  revert  to  the  old  system  of  making 
each  householder  responsible  for  his  own  premises.  This  is 
distinctly  a retrograde  step  and  not  likely  to  be  satisfactory  in 
Snaith,  where  many  of  the  ashpits  are  in  confined  spaces  and 
each  used  by  the  occupants  of  several  houses. 
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COWSHEDS. 

During  the  year  regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cow- 
sheds, and  Milkshops,  have  been  made  by  the  Council.  They 
differ  slightly  from  the  model  regulations  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  Six  hundred  cubic  feet  of  space  per  head  is  the 
minimum  allowed,  and  this  space  must  be  provided  whether  the 
cows  are  turned  out  or  not  for  a portion  of  each  day. 

The  cowsheds  in  Airmyn  are  in  fair  condition,  but  in  other 
places  considerable  improvements  are  necessary,  especially  in 
the  matter  of  lighting  and  ventilation.  The  bad  supply  of 
water  in  most  of  the  villages,  especially  Hook  and  Snaith,  is 
not  conducive  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cowsheds  or  health  of 
the  cattle. 

The  workshops  and  workplaces  have  been  inspected  and 
found  satisfactory.  They  consist  principally  of  dressmaker’s 
establishments  in  which  only  two  or  three  persons  are 
employed.  They  are  kept  clean,  well  lighted  and  ventilated. 
No  known  outworks  reside  in  the  district. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BERNARD  STEDMAN, 

M.D.  (Lond.), 

\ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  Previous 
Years  in  the  Rural  District  of  Goole. 
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TABLE  13. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1905  and  previous  years  in  the  Rural  District  of  Goole. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  Year  1905, 
in  the  Rural  District  of  Qoole. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  AT  GOOLE. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1905, 
in  the  Rural  District  of  Goole. 
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TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1 905, — Deaths  from  stated  Causes 
in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age  in  the  Ooole 

Rural  District 
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REMARKS. 


Cowsheds  to  have  special  inspection. 
Ashpits  emptied  about  60.  Drainage 
arrangements  require  consideration. 
Mo  contract  for  night  soiling.  Water 
supply  good. 

Old  Don  requires  attention.  Epidemic 
Measles.  Schools  closed. 

No  contract  for  Scavenging  done  by 
occupiers  as  requested. 

No  contract  for  Scavenging  now.  Epi- 
demic of  Measles.  1 case  Chicken 
Pox. 

Water  supply  chiefly  stirface  well  and 
pumps. 

Drainage  requires  improvement. 
Water  supply  from  town’s  pump  well 

Unsatisfactory  Water  supply,  shallow 
wells.  Cowsheds  having  special 
attention.  Epidemic  of  Measles,  &c. 
Diptheria,  &c.,  at  Hook  Moors. 

Water  supply  chiefly  pumps,  shallow 
wells.  Epidemic  of  Measles.  Schools 
closed. 

Most  of  old  wells  disused.  Notices  to 
obtain  Water  supply  from  New  Water 
Works.  Drainage  requires  re-arrange- 
ment 

Dobella  Drain  for  90  chains,  well 
cleansed  and  dressed.  The  Ash  Pits 
require  more  frequent  cleansing. 
Town’s  pumps  all  in  good  order,  one 
new. 

Pulp  Row,  52  Houses  scavenging  done 
by  Mr.  Creyke,  owner.  No  contract 
for  remainder  of  Village  scavenging. 
Epidemic  of  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough.  Schools  closed. 

Foul  ditches  and  cesspools.  Water 
supply  defective. 

Epidemic  of  Measles.  Schools  closed. 
Water  supply  chiefly  from  shallow 
wells.  Sewers  flushed  periodically. 

A smoke  nuisance  reported  now  being 
dealt  with.  Water  supply  requires 
amendment,  shallow  wells.  No  con- 
tract this  year  for  night  soiling. 

Outfalls  repaired,  drains  flushed,  new 
shuttle.  Water  supply  chiefly  pumps, 
unsatisfactory.  Epidemic  of  Measles. 
Schools  closed. 

Churchyard  drainage  much  improved 
Sanitary  Authority.  Water  supply 
pumps,  shallow  well*. 

Several  Cowsheds  at  farms  are  receiv- 
ing attention  also  drainage  and  water 
supply.  Water  supply  chiefly  shallow 
wells  near  Moors. 

“Water”  pumps  chiefly,  shallow  wells. 
Rain  Water  Tanks  in  many  Villages 
badly  constructed. 

Petroleum  Inspections,  no  complaints 
during  the  year  1905 

The  chief  supply  is  from  two  sources 
only.  Tests  known. 


N.  TUDOR,  C.E.,  P.A.S.I.,  Surveyor,  Factory  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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